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PRASAR BHARATI APPOINTS NEW
MEMBERS

Prasar Bharati, appointed four new part-time
members: music composer Salim Merchant, BJP
spokesperson Shaina NC, Dainik Jagran editor-in chief
Sanjay Guptaand mediaprofessional Alok Agrawal.

Another recent addition is
journalist Ashok Tandon who wasalso the
media advisor to former prime minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Histenure got over
last year and heisthe only former member
of the board to join the new team.

Prasar Bharati, a statutory
autonomous body under the ministry of
information & broadcasting, was set up
to overseethefunctioning of Doordarshan
andAll IndiaRadio. The board decidesall
mattersrelated to general administration of the broadcaster,
and isheaded by the chairman whois picked by acommittee
headed by the vice president of Indiaand comprising |&B
secretary and Press Council of India chairman.

NTO 2.0 TO AFFECT 100 + CHANNELS

TRAI hasinstructed broadcastersto follow the new
tariff order, NTO 2.0 immediately. Broadcasters are
apprehensive that a large number of channels to the tune
100 -150 will be shut down due to this sudden move.

Broadcasters say that NTO 2.0 will affect their
channel pricing ability. TRAI has fixed the MRP of each
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channel to amaximum of 12 rupees. It hasal so set adiscount
limit of 33 per cent on the channel bucket.
Star and Disney IndiaChairman
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Uday Shankar and Zee Entertainment’s
MD & CEO Puneet Goenkafeel in the
next few years, with theintroduction of
NTO 2.0, 100-150 channels may be
closedinafew years. With the new tariff
order, the channel which has limited
reach, cannot be monetized.
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Thenew tariff order wasnotified
by TRAI on 1 January. It has been challenged in the Bombay
High Court by the top television broadcasters, the Indian
Broadcasting Foundation (IBF) and the Film and TV
Producers Guild of India.

The court completed the hearing in the case. The
court has not given any interim relief to the broadcasters.
On July 24, TRAI has asked broadcasters to change their
reference interconnect offer (RIO). They have to do it on
the lines of NTO 2.0. Also, it has to be published on its
website by 10 August.

PUNIT GOENKA RESIGNS FROM ZEE

Punit Goenka has resigned as nonexecutive, non
independent director of Zee Media Corporation Ltd.
ZMCL maintained that it was on account
of his*preoccupation.’

“Thisistoinform that Punit Goenka,
nonexecutive, nonindependent director has
tendered his resignation from the
directorship of the company with effect
from the close of business hourson 22 July
2020," the company said in afiling to the
National Stock exchange. Goenka will
continue to be invested in Zee
Entertainment Enterprises, which includes
the company general entertainment and
movie channels, its movie studio business and it’s video
streaming platform Zee5. Goenkaisthe elder son of Essel
Group chairman Subhash Chandra. ZMCL, formerly Zee
News LTD, isanews network with 10 news channelsin
six different languages.

Markets are abuzz with rumours that Zee will be
acquired by RIL’sNetwork 18.

DISH TV — HOICHOI COLLABORATE

Dish TV IndiaLimited, India'sleading DTH Company
has partnered with Hoichoi. Hoichoi offers a Bengali on
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demand video and music streaming platform that streams
content worldwide. Dish TV has added one more appinthe
app zone on its Android-based connected devices, namely
Dish SMRT Hub and D2H stream for its DishTV and D2H
usersrespectively. Userswill now be ableto stream Bengali
content, Hoichoi Originals, TV shows, Music Videos and
Movies. DishTV and D2H already offer the most popular
apps including its streaming app ‘Watcho'.

The new addition on Dish SMRT
Hub and D2H stream, hoichoi, offers
catalogue with over 2000+ hours of
viewing content.

Dish TV IndiaLimited executive
director and group CEO Anil Dua said,
“At a time when everyone is spending
more time with their television sets, we
want to ensure that people get to enjoy
awhol e range of entertainment shows and moviestogether
withtheir families. Catering to the growing audience appetite
for entertainment in their native language, we are delighted
to collaborate with Hoichoi to offer premium viewing content
for our Bengali customers on both our DishTV and D2H
platforms. Wewill continue to enhance the content offering
on our hybrid set up box through more such partnerships.”

Hoichoi co-founder Vishnu Mohta commented, “In
such unprecedented times, we should do our bit to
encourage our audiences to stay at home. With the
increased demand of watching content, be it movies or
series, this promising partnership with Dish TV Indiawill
help us cater and reach out to alarger audience base. Our
consumerswill now be ableto view their content of choice
fromthevast library of Hoichoi, on both the popular DishTV
and D2H platforms.”

TV9 FORAYS INTO DIGITAL

TV9isforayingintothedigital stratospherewithits
English news digital web TV. The channel has not been
able to sustain itself and has taken a conscious call to
relaunch in a digital avatar. The channel was Bangalore
based and it has not been able to get the ad revenues.

CEO -Barun Dasfeels that television news genre
is overly crowded and even the regional channels are
exploding and the advertising revenues are reserved more
for the top 10 news brands.TV9 embarks on a major
expansion on the digital side and has set up an
infrastructure for Studio9. Studio9 will look at the
convergence of television and digital revenue with a
solution-driven approach. As a major expansion in the
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digital medium, TV9 Network has set up a new office of
20,000 square feet. The company has recruited close to
400 employees.

KANNADA NEWS CHANNELS SEES AD
REVENUE INCREASE

Kannada news channels has registered an upswing
during the past three months. The overall ad spends were
Rs 145 crore and news genre maintained an increase of
10% during the lockdown.

The ad revenues for Kannada news channels grew
18 per cent in April’ 20, 20 per cent in May’ 20, and 15 per
cent in June' 20. As per BARC+Nielsen weekly report on
consumption trend during thelockdown, in week 20 (starting
May 16), the growth in viewing minutesfor Kannadanews
channels was a whopping 148 per cent. While the ad
revenues were scaling up for news channels during the
past three months, as per TAM AdEx data, apart from
Kasthuri News 24, which recorded a 15 per cent increasein
the count of advertisers too, none of the other news
channels witnessed positive growth. Overall, there was a
33 per cent drop in the tally of advertisers.

ZEE RELAUNCHES ZINDAGI

ZEE isrelaunching its content brand Zindagi and
it will include premium content with a global appeal.
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Zindagi wasoriginally aTV channel launched in 2014 by
the Zee network, which showed Pakistani and Turkish
dramas. The channel ceased operation

in 2017 and moved online. It will now

come packaged with original new

content. According to Amit Goenka,

CEO of Zee, ZEE5 global and

international broadcast business Zee

has an inherent strength in its

international appeal and connects with audiences
worldwide. Zeeintendsto stay committed to offering an
extraordinary entertainment experienceto their consumers
across multiple touch points. Thismix of curated shows,
featuring 1000+ hours content, will be available for the
global audienceson ZEES

TATA SKY PARTNERS WITH ZEE5

Tata Sky expanded its partnership with ZEES5 is
offering arange of content on Tata Sky Binge+.

The content is available on the Android enabled
smart Tata Sky Binge+ will have ZEE5's expansive
Bollywood and multi language films and origina content
spanning over 125,000+ hoursacross 12 languages - English,
Hindi, Bengali, Maaydam, Tamil,

Telugu, Kannada, Marathi, Oriya,

Bhojpuri, Gujarati and Punjabi.

This is an addition to what is

already available on the platform -

an enviable selection of multi-

lingual films, original dramas,

international blockbuster movies

and reality shows from India’'s premium OTT platforms
including Amazon PrimeVideo, Disney+ Hotstar Premuim,
SunNxt, HungamaPlay, Eros Now and ShemarooMe.

Tata Sky believesthat OTT appsare gaining ground
as a popular medium of content consumption. And with
ZEES's content library that further elevate the content
viewing experience the subscribers.

Tata Sky Binge+ hosts many advanced features. It
enables viewers to play any show, movie, music, game on
their laptop, tablet or mobile phone and watch-it-directly
on their TV with its in-built Chromecast. It also includes
GoogleAssistant that makes discovering content easy with
voice search. Customers can access 5000+ on the Google
Play store. It iscompatible with all types of TVsincluding
4K, HD LED, LCD, or plasma technology as it supports
HDMI output and can also be connected to older TV sets
over audio and video cable. B
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